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Wayne Newton 
Wayne Newton, "Mr. Las Vegas," fresh off the 
success of E! Entertainment Television's "The 
Entertainer" reality show, will perform a 
limited six-week engagement, June through 
August 2005 at the Las Vegas Hilton Theater 
and will introduce Delisco, "The Entertainer," 
in his show. Newton's engagement begins 
June 14, 2005. 

Newton's history at the las Vegas Hilton goes 
back to 1987 where he headlined at the hotel 
through 1993. More recently, Newton starred 
and executive produced the popular E! 
Entertainment network reality show, "The 
Entertainer Starring Wayne Newton," which was taped on location at 
the Las Vegas Hilton. 

Newton has been synonymous with Las Vegas for decades. He 
moved to the entertainment capital in 1959 and performed a "two 
week job" that lasted for 46 weeks. Newton went national on the 
Jackie Gleason show, recorded several hits, and focused on 
performing in his beloved city. He is a Las Vegas icon. 

"The Entertainer," was a ten-episode series that chronicled Wayne 
Newton's nationwide search for the next las Vegas headliner. 
Thousands aUditioned, ten made it to las Vegas, but only one was 
crowned "The Entertainer" and given a spot in Wayne Newton's live 
Las Vegas show at the Las Vegas Hilton, as well as "Mr. Las Vegas" 
producing him for a headlining contract at the Hilton and other 
Resorts International Destination properties. 

Dates: June 14-18; July 5-9; July 12-16; July 19-23; August 16-20; 
and August 23-27 
Time: 9:00 PM 
Price: $75 (plus tax and service charge) 
Location:Hilton Theater 

Please call the Hilton Box Office at 1-800-222-5361 for tickets 
or book online. 

*Show dates, times, and prices are subject to change. 

http://www.lvhilton.com/index.php?PID=ENTERTAINMENT&wn=61 6/15/2005 
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RONDA CHURCHIUlREVlEW-JOURNAl 
Delisco already had seven years of experience on Broadway before winning "The Entertainer" reality 
show offered him a shortcut on the road to Las Vegas. 
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Delisco never thought about headJiningjo Vegas until areality show beckoned 

On the Fast Track
 
By MIKE WEATHERFORD 

REVIEW-JOURNAl 
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t helps to be humble
 

~ in the anything-goes, 
nobody-knows state of 
Las Vegas entertainment 

today, where the star of 
tomorrow is chosen by a TV 
contest. 

"How I got here, it's just 
crazy," says the single-named 
Delisco,whowaschosen 
"The Entertainer" on the E! 
cable channel's knockoff of 
"The Apprentice" centered 
around Wayne Newton. "It's 
humbling, and it's exciting 
too." 

The reality show was a 
poor performer in the ratings, 
but the better drama might 
emerge from its aftermath: 
How will this soft-spoken 
Broadway singer fare as a 
Vegas showroom star? 

Delisco - or J. Delisco, if 
you want to use the longer 
cryptic version of his name 
- gets his first taste of Las 
Vegas audiences this week, 
as Newton's featured guest 
star at the Las Vegas Hilton. 
It's a gradual step-up to a 
year's worth of headlining 
engagements,be~g 
in September, that were 
promised to him as the show's 
$1 million-valued grand prize. 

"I think about this a lot. I 
feel blessed because I feel like 
this just came to me," he says. 
"What other way could I have 
become a headliner in Vegas?" 

It's certainly not 
something he sought out. 
And who would? Headliner 
opportunities are rare on the 
Strip, and most slots are taken 
by veterans such as Newton 
or big names in stand-up 
comedy. 

Yet Delisco knew he was 
moving in some direction, if 
not this one, when he left the 
Broadway cast of the Elton 
John musical "Aida" early last 
year. 

"I felt that something was 
calling me. I felt when I left 
'Aida' that I was going to do 
something big," he says. He 
spent that time financing a 
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six-piece band for club gigs to 
showcase his original music. 
Good timing intervened in 
the form of a casting-director 
friend who e-mailed him about 
"The Entertainer" auditions. 

He blasted through "one 
of the best auditions I think 
I ever had in my life" in Los 
Angeles. A few weeks later, he 
found himself holed up in the 
Las Vegas Hilton, surrounded 
by cameras and nine other 
contestants for the kind of 
voyeurism that's become 
standard after "The Real 
World" and "Big Brother." 

Delisco seemed to 
effortlessly sail past the 
competition, which included 
three working Las Vegas 
journeymen. His only moment 

of on-camera agitation came 
when he was heckled by 
comedian Paul Rodriguez. "I 
fell for it," he says sheepislily. 

But for the most part, he 
made it look so easy that in 
the show's finale, Newton 
wondered aloud if he had been 
holding back. Delisco cites 
the same adage he did in an 
on-camera interview with 
Newton: "Don't sacrifice the 
permanent on the altar of the 
immediate." 

"I just wanted to pace 
myself, feel everybody else 
out and, ulun, do my thing," he 
says with a smile. 

Delisco got an early start 
on the competition while 
growing up in Jacksonville, 
Fla., and getting into the 

what: Wayne Newton, Delisco 
when: 9 p.m. today, Saturday 
where: Hilton Theatre at the las 

Vegas Hilton, 3000 Paradise Road 
tidlets: $82.50 (732-5755) 

Douglas Anderson School of 
the Arts when it opened in 
1985. He first attended as an 
eighth-grader, and was doing 
choreography for the show 
choir by his ~nior year. 

The cast album of "Smokey 
Joe's Cafe" inspired him ''to 
drive to New York with just a 
dream ... 'I'm going to move to 
New York, I'm going to do this 
show.'" 

And he did. As luck would 
have it, the person already 
in the role Delisco wanted 
heard him sing at a piano 
bar. Broadway veteran Billy 
Porter - who also staged a 
short-lived Stevie Wonder 
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~ Delisco awaits next dose of reality 

EYE OPENERS 

Father's Day picnic, 
music at Lorenzi Park 

The Don Burke Orchestra 
will play music from the 
1930s to the 1980s at a free 
Father's Day concert Sunday 
at Sammy Davis Jr. Festival 
Plaza in Lorenzi Park, 720 
1\vin Lakes Drive. 

Gates open at 6 p.m. and the 
music begins at 7. 

Picnics are welcome, but 
there will also be free hot 
dogs and beverages, while 
supplies last. 

Blankets or sand chairs are 
recommended for seating 
on the grass or lawn chaii's 
for the patio. Chairs may 
be rented for $1 each. No 
glass containers or pets are 
allowed. 

Blues, Brews, BBQ set 
for today, Saturday 

The third annual Blues, 
Brews, & BBQ Festival will 
feature John Lee Hooker Jr., 
Blowin' Smoke, Section 8, 
Moody Scott and BluesStorm 
today and Saturday on The 
Club indoor/outdoor festival 
grounds at the Cannery, 2121 
E. Craig Road, North Las 
Vegas. 

Local barbecu restaurants 
including Sweet Georgia 
Brown, Seven Seas Seafood, 
The Donne' 'free Island 
Style BBQ and Memphis 
Championship BBQ will serve 
food 

The event will be today 
starting at 6 p.m. and 
Saturday at 2 p.m. 

Admission is $5. 
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